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THREE OXFORD businessES SCOOP 80k for ideaS to 

combat CLIMATE CHANGE 

Three Oxford-based businesses last night scooped £80,000 between them from the Shell Springboard programme, an award scheme designed to promote the growth of green businesses in the UK.

 Cella Energy won £40,000 for their technology, which allows hydrogen to be stored in a cheap, practical way, making it suitable for widespread use as a carbon-free alternative to petrol.  They will be joining nine other companies at the Shell Springboard London final on February 22nd 2011.
Oxford Photovoltaics and TwentyNinety each won £20,000.  Oxford Photovoltaics for their screen printed solar panel window glass and TwentyNinety for their technology to monitor the performance of solar panels.
The Shell Springboard programme has awarded over £1.6 million to 54 UK small businesses since it launched in 2005.  The programme helps small businesses make an impact in the fight against climate change by providing a no-strings-attached financial boost to companies with innovative products and services that could help reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Stephen Voller from Cella Energy said:

“We believe our hydrogen storage technology can make a difference in the fight against climate change, allowing people to fill their cars with zero-carbon hydrogen instead of petrol.  It’s incredibly rewarding that a well-established programme like Shell Springboard has also recognised this potential. The funding and recognition we received tonight will allow us to press ahead with our ambitions for making the hydrogen economy a reality.”

Paul Vickery from Oxford Photovoltaics said:

“Our solar cells can be printed onto glass meaning they are ideal for new buildings where solar cells can be incorporated into glazing panels and walls. We’re very honored to win a Shell Springboard Programme award, we think our techonology has the potential deliver more solar power when our cells are incorporated into the fabric of a building rather than just being on the roof.”
Simon Hombersley from TwentyNinety said:

“It’s brilliant to win such a prestigious national award, which we believe will enable us to achieve our goal to reduce the UK’s carbon emissions. Until now there’s been no simple way to manage your solar panels but our product uses low cost wireless technology, widely found throughout other applications such as security tags in stores, to monitor performance of individual panels and control the whole system to ensure optimum performance. We are really excited about the future for TwentyNinety and plan to use the funding to increase our overseas marketing of Active Array.
The host for the awards ceremony, John MacArthur, Vice President CO2 Policy, at Shell said: 
“The energy sector has to innovate to satisfy the world’s growing energy needs at a reduced environmental cost.  The businesses competing here today all demonstrated that innovation.  Cella Energy, Oxford Photovoltaics and TwentyNinety all impressed the judges with their technology.  I wish them every success for future development and growth of their business” 
James Smith, Chairman Shell UK, said: 
"Low carbon innovation creates real opportunities for British industry.  The UK has huge talent and creativity in this area.  In the last six years Shell Springboard has awarded over 50 small businesses with a total of £1.6 million to advance their new business ideas for products and services to tackle climate change.  I look forward to meeting Cella Energy at the final and wish all three winners every success for the future.”
Other winners on the night were Naked Energy from Surrey for its innovative solar panel.
To find out more about Shell Springboard visit www.shellspringboard.org.uk
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Further information contact:

Shenel Otkay or Hannah Nicholl at Blue Rubicon on 020 7260 2700 or email shellsi@bluerubicon.com
Notes to editors

· 10 Shell Springboard awards of up to £40,000 are on offer across the UK in January and February 2011.
· Since being set up in 2005, Shell Springboard has provided awards totalling over £1.6 million to 54 companies.
Cella Energy: 
· Unlike the oil and coal we currently rely on for fuel, hydrogen releases no toxins into the air and can be derived for waste gas, or mixed with natural gas in hybrid fuels. However, Liquid hydrogen, the preferred form of hydrogen, still requires more storage space and pressure than other fuels. 
· Cella Energy Ltd is working to overcome the Hydrogen storage challenge by making low-cost hydrogen storage materials. Using the cutting edge technology of nano-structuring, Cella Energy is able to safely encapsulate hydrogen at ambient temperatures and pressures. 
· For more information about Cella Energy please visit www.cellaenergy.com  
Oxford Photovoltaics Limited
· Oxford University has developed new solar cell technology that is manufactured from cheap, abundant, non-toxic and non-corrosive materials and can be scaled to any volume.
· Harnessing the sun’s energy, the solar cells are printed onto glass or other surfaces and are available in a range of colours and could be ideal for new buildings where solar cells are incorporated into glazing panels and walls. As part of the fabric of a building, they create a vast increase in the amount of space devoted to solar power compared to conventional roof-mounted systems.

· The device is a form of organic thin film solar technology, a relatively new development in solar energy generation. Oxford PV’s technology replaces the liquid electrolyte with a solid organic semiconductor, enabling entire solar modules to be screen printed onto glass or other surfaces.
· For more information about Oxford Photovoltaics please visit www.isis-innovation.com
TwentyNinety 

· Solar energy is one of the most well know forms of renewable energy with solar panels – or photovoltaics (PV) – becoming a more accessible energy option for householders and businesses. However, no matter how many PV panels you have, from a small household supply to a huge ‘solar farm’, the same maintenance and upkeep challenges apply, such as weather conditions and dirt. 

· TwentyNinety’s product  Active Array uses low cost wireless technology, widely found throughout other applications such as security tags in stores, to monitor performance of individual panels and control the whole system to ensure optimum performance. 
· For more information about TwentyNinety please visit: www.twentyninety.com
Shell runs community relations activity with organisations local to our operations. Shell also runs a series of nationwide social investment programmes.  These are: 
· Shell LiveWIRE, one of Britain’s longest-running youth enterprise awards schemes, supports, advises and rewards young entrepreneurs. A 120,000 strong international network of users receive tailored information and advice whilst helping them build relationships and understand the challenges faced by their peers. Up to six Shell LiveWIRE Grand Ideas awards of £1,000 are given to start-up businesses every month. The Shell LiveWIRE Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award of £10,000 has been running since 1982 and continues to recognise and celebrate outstanding young entrepreneurs in the UK. Shell LiveWIRE has awarded a total of £5 million to young entrepreneurs since launching in 1982
· Shell Education Service provides a series of unique, interactive physical science workshops to over 60,000 young children a year.  Workshops are designed to support directly the UK curricula in over 600 hundred primary schools, benefitting both the pupils and teachers. The Shell Education Service also organises science days for local communities and trainee teachers, building their confidence and skills in teaching science.  Shell has supported this programme for over 50 years.

· Shell Springboard provides a financial boost to innovative, low carbon business ideas from across the UK. Since 2005, around 130 businesses have faced independent judging panels and 54 have been awarded £20-£40,000.  In total over £1.6 million has been awarded to these businesses, with no strings attached. Through Shell Springboard, Shell supports small to medium sized enterprises in the UK with innovative ideas to seize the commercial opportunities presented by climate change.

For more information, see www.shell.co.uk/socialinvestment and www.twitter.com/shell_society
