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02 February 2011
EXETER business SCOOPS £30,000 for idea to 

combat CLIMATE CHANGE 

An Exeter based business with an innovative idea to combat climate change last night won £30,000 from the Shell Springboard programme, designed to promote the growth of green businesses in the UK.

Ashwoods Automotive received the financial boost for its Battery Management System to increase the performance of hybrid and electric powered vehicles.

Electric and hybrid vehicles are increasingly popular for large commercial fleets due to their potential to drastically cut carbon emissions. However, the industry faces a challenge to maintain the condition of battery packs, which can cost up to £50,000 and are the central component for all electric vehicles.  Unmanaged Battery packs will need to be replaced several times during the vehicle’s life span if used on a demanding drive cycle, causing unnecessary cost and waste. 

Ashwoods Automotive has developed a Battery Management System that manages the energy in each cell within the battery pack, increasing the life span of the battery and the efficiency of the vehicle. 

The Shell Springboard programme has awarded over £1.6 million to 43 UK small businesses since it launched in 2005.  The programme helps small businesses make an impact in the fight against climate change by providing a no-strings-attached financial boost to companies with innovative products and services that could help reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Marc Roberts, of Ashwoods Automotives said: 

“Electric and hybrid vehicles are increasingly popular for large commercial fleets due to their potential to drastically cut carbon emissions. However, the industry faces a challenge to maintain the condition of battery packs, the central component for all electric vehicles. 

“We believe Ashwoods Automotives can make a difference in the fight against climate change and it’s incredibly rewarding that a well-established programme like Shell Springboard has also recognised its potential. The funding and recognition we received tonight will allow us to press ahead with our ambitions to roll out our Battery Management System to other industries”.
The host for the awards ceremony, Jeremy Shears, Global Manager for Innovation Biodomain commented “The energy sector has to innovate to satisfy the world’s growing energy needs at a reduced environmental cost.  The businesses competing here today all demonstrated that innovation.  Special congratulations to Ashwood Automotive for impressing the judges with their technology.  I wish them every success for future development and growth of their business” 
James Smith, Chairman Shell UK, said: "Low carbon innovation creates real opportunities for British industry.  The UK has huge talent and creativity in this area.  In the last six years Shell Springboard has awarded over 40 small businesses with a total of £1.6 million to advance their new business ideas for products and services to tackle climate change.  I look forward to meeting Ashwood sat the final and wish them every success.”

Ashwoods competed against eight businesses from across the UK on 2 February 2011 in Birmingham and will now compete to be named as the overall UK winner in London on the 22 February.

Other winners were:

· Innova from Northumberland for their titling wind turbine

· VPhase from Chester with a product designed to regulate household energy consumption and
·  Coalmiser from Nottinghamshire, for their product which, when placed on to the fire grate underneath coal spreads heat more evenly across the fire reducing the burn rate of the fuel.

To find out more about Shell Springboard visit www.shellspringboard.org.uk
-ends-

Further information contact:

Shenel Otkay, Hannah Nicholls or Sally Aldous at Blue Rubicon on 020 7260 2700 or email shellsi@bluerubicon.com
Notes to editors

· Eight Shell Springboard awards of up to £40,000 are on offer across the UK in January and February 2011
· Since being set up in 2005, Shell Springboard has provided awards totalling over £1.6 million to 43 companies

Notes to editors 

Shell runs community relations activity with organisations local to our operations. Shell also runs a series of nationwide social investment programmes.  These are: 
· Shell LiveWIRE, one of Britain’s longest-running youth enterprise awards schemes, supports, advises and rewards young entrepreneurs. A 120,000 strong international network of users receive tailored information and advice whilst helping them build relationships and understand the challenges faced by their peers. Up to six Shell LiveWIRE Grand Ideas awards of £1,000 are given to start-up businesses every month. The Shell LiveWIRE Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award of £10,000 has been running since 1982 and continues to recognise and celebrate outstanding young entrepreneurs in the UK. Shell LiveWIRE has awarded a total of £5 million to young entrepreneurs since launching in 1982
· Shell Education Service provides a series of unique, interactive physical science workshops to over 60,000 young children a year.  Workshops are designed to support directly the UK curricula in over 600 hundred primary schools, benefitting both the pupils and teachers. The Shell Education Service also organises science days for local communities and trainee teachers, building their confidence and skills in teaching science.  Shell has supported this programme for over 50 years.

· Shell Springboard provides a financial boost to innovative, low carbon business ideas from across the UK. Since 2005, around 130 businesses have faced independent judging panels and 43 have been awarded £20-£40,000.  In total over £1.6 million has been awarded to these businesses, with no strings attached. Through Shell Springboard, Shell supports small to medium sized enterprises in the UK with innovative ideas to seize the commercial opportunities presented by climate change.

For more information, see www.shell.co.uk/socialinvestment 
